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William knew of the declaration of war, and immediately
began to make preparations for joining in it, and on May 18
Lord Gower wrote to his government: " The Comte de G-oltz
(the Prussian ambassador) has received orders to quit this
court without taking leave, and he intends to accompany M.
de Blumendorf (the Austrian charge d'affaires left behind by
Mercy-Argenteau) out of France in the beginning of the next
week." * This of itself was almost tantamount to declaring
war. With regard to Austria itself, Dumouriez found that the
sentiment of the court of Vienna had quite changed since the
death of Leopold. The young Archduke Francis, who had
succeeded his uncle as King of Hungary and Bohemia, was
too much occupied with his approaching election and corona-
tion as emperor to trouble himself much about ttef war, but
he expressed himself warmly in favour of it, and showed his
disposition by paying less attention to the prudent counsels of
the old Chancellor Kaunite, and more to those of the Vice-
Chancellor Count Philip von Cobenzl,and the Privy Councillor
Baron von Thugut. " If France did not attack, Austria would/'
said Thugut to the Baron de Breteuil, the secret agent of
Louis XVI. at Vienna, on April 17; and in these words he
spoke the sentiments both of the youthful monarch and of
the younger generation of statesmen and soldiers at the court
of Vienna.

There was yet a further reason, besides the lessons whi<$
Durnouriez had learnt from Favier, why he had determined t<>
wage war against Austria, and against Austria alone, if po^ .
sible. Austria was the only nation which offered France an
easy conquest. It was part of that hereditary policy, in which
Dumouriez believed, that the whole of Flanders should belong
to France. Louis XIV. had annexed the wealthy province
known as French Flanders, and Dumouriez thought it would
be equally easy to assimilate the rest. The result of the
policy of Joseph II. had shown clearly the disinclination of
the Belgians to become an integral part of the Austrian
dominions, and though the Vandernootists had been satisfied
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